Introduction
We are delighted to have this opportunity to contribute to this volume honouring Jana Součková-Siegelová. In her pioneering edition of the Tale of Appu, Siegelová commented on the land name Lulluwa attested in several texts in the archives of Boğazköy-Ḫattuša.1 Lulluwa corresponds to Lullubum, one of the major lands of the northern Zagros region known in Mesopotamian cuneiform tradition.2 We will try to gain new insights into the reception of Lullubum in Hittite literature and texts and, where we think possible, try to interpret what the Hittite-speaking court and temple communities knew of the real place Lulluwa/Lullubum.
"Hittites" in this paper are understood as members of a political community who identified themselves as members of the Hittite kingdom, i.e. the Kingdom and People of Ḫatti, and used the Hittite language, i.e. the language they themselves called nešili or nešumnili ("(in) the language of the city of Neša"),3 as the official state and palace language, and actively engaged with Hittite texts, regardless of their ethnicity or mother language. This is important because individuals with Hurrian personal names occupied the Hittite throne and took official Hittite throne names at least since the Middle Hittite period, and carried out palace and other correspondence in the Hittite language.4 Hurrian rituals and religion were imported into the land of the Hittites in around the same period.5 Furthermore, Luwian speaking communities also became an integral part of the Hittite Empire and the core area of Ḫatti by the Empire period.6 Discussion of Hurrian or Luwian texts by the Hittites will not therefore contradict the purpose of this study.
A critical question to be raised and discussed below is whether the Hittite geographical name Lulluwa (i.e. Mesopotamian Lullubum) relates to the imperfectly understood word Lula(ḫ)ḫi, attested in various Hittite and Cuneiform Luwian texts and provisionally understood as a "generic designation for uncivilized mountain dwellers."7
1
The Tale of Appu
The Tale of Appu names the city of Šudul, located on the sea in the land of Lulluwa ( URU Lu-ul-lu-wa):8
